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Japanese Women for Justice and Peace (JWJP) is a non-governmental organization of Japanese
women in Japan and overseas. Our goal is to achieve the women’s rights and to protect our
children’s rights.

1. Proposed Recommendation
Abductions of Japanese Citizens by the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK) is the
case of “Enforced Disappearance” and one of the worst crimes against humanity committed by a
state.
We request that the Government of Japan:
1) Rescue by whatever means all Japanese victims promptly.
2) Investigate all 875 cases of missing Japanese possibly abducted by DPRK.

2. 875 Cases of Missing Persons in Which the Possibility of Abduction by DPRK Cannot be
Ruled Out
At present, 17 people are officially recognized as abductees by the Japanese government. 1 In

fact, far more people are abducted. According to the research by the private citizens' group, the
Investigation Commission on Missing Japanese Probably Related to North Korea2, the number
of " missing Japanese probably related to North Korea" is approximately 470.3 Furthermore,
according to the Japanese National Police Agency, the number of missing Japanese possibly
abducted by North Korea is 871.4 And according to the latest number as of October 2020 in the
booklet of Japanese government5, there are 875 other cases of missing persons in addition to
the 17 Japanese abductees.

The world admires Japan as one of the most peaceful and safe country. However, this
admiration derives from superficial observation. It is not long time ago that Japan allowed
invasion of sovereignty and abduction of Japanese innocent people. And this may happen still
now at present time.

1 https://www.rachi.go.jp/en/
2 https://www.chosa-kai.jp/
3 https://www.chosa-kai.jp/archives/2164
4 https://www.npa.go.jp/bureau/security/abduct/list.html
5 https://www.rachi.go.jp/en/p-en2020.pdf
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To make matters worse Japan cannot seem to be able to rescue them. How can Japan be a safe
country, allowing abduction by foreign country and not being able to let the criminal country
release the victims? For decades, the victims’ families have been waiting for their loved ones to
come back home.6

If it were a crime inside Japan, it would be Japanese police that rescue them. Outside Japan, it
is Japanese government and military that rescue abducted victims detained in foreign country.

However, the Japanese Constitution does not have a clear provision about military even for
defense but rather seems to ban to hold it. That is, there is no power in Japan to rescue
Japanese innocent citizens detained in foreign countries. Japan is a country which has actually
no means at final stage in order to protect lives and properties of its nation under the present
Constitution, which contradictory has provisions to protect lives and properties of its nation as
a right to live.

To rescue Japanese victims abducted by DPRK and to establish consistency of the provisions of
the Constitution, the Japanese Constitution should be amended as soon as possible.

END

6 Japan Forward June 9, 2020 “Shigeru Yokota’s Death A Call for PM Abe to Break the Deadlock
Over Abductions”
https://japan-forward.com/editorial-shigeru-yokotas-death-a-call-for-pm-abe-to-break-the-deadlock-
over-abductions/
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Abductions of Japanese Citizens by North Korea For Their Immediate Return! 7

Headquarters for the Abduction Issue, Government of Japan

7 https://www.rachi.go.jp/en/p-en2020.pdf
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Poster « Rescue All! Faces of missing Japanese probably related to North Korea »
the Investigation Commission on Missing Japanese Probably Related to DPRK


