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‘Mdm President,

This statement also represents the view of many NGOs in Bahrain, such as The Karama_
Society for human rights, Bahrain Jurist Society, and Mabada Society for human rights. We
all support the reform process that Bahrain has undertaken and appreciate |ts WIIImgness to
cooperate with the Human Rights mechanism. ' '

-~ We welcome the pledge of the government of Bahrain to reform its media laws. However,
the delay of the media law is somewhat disconcerting. The new law should ensure freedom
of opimon and expression in accordance with the Unlversal Declaration of Human rights and
interhational standards. We urge the government for swift actlon and W|thout delay

Itis also worth noting that the censorship of websites reflects badl'y on Bahrain s progress.
The censorship needs to be restricted within clear boundaries WhICh do not V|olate what is

the norm in democratic societies.

Bahrain’s commitment to protectmg children’s right has been lauded. However, Bahram has

been witnessing serious violations against children who were used in protests and '

demonstrations; we feel that the government needs to |mp|ement stronger laws to protect

these children. Children have been used in unprecedented methods to block roads, hurl

Molotov cocktails and other violent methods to cause havoc and fear thus'not onIy
-infringing on human rights but also on the chlldren 's rights. We caII on the government to -
‘Jaunch an investigation relating to such crimes.

We commend the decision to drop all charges pertaining to freedom of speech.
Nevertheless, we do believe that the changes to the judicial system in Bahrain are slow anld

must act more efficiently.

We consider the collaboration between the Ministry of interior and the International
Committee of the Red Cross a step in the right direction.

Thank you | L _ .




