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Thank you, Mr. President.

Human Rights Watch welcomes the Human Rights Council’s review of Zimbabwe in December 2011. The
working group report contains many important recommendations, including ensuring rule of law and respect
" for human rights; ending impunity; putting an end to alf forms of intimidation, harassment, arbitrary arrest

. and detention, and torture against all persons, in particular human rights defenders political activists and

journalists; reform ofthe security: sector, ensuring mdependence ofthe Jud|c1ary, and repealmg or amending :

represswe Iaws

While we welcorne the government of Zimbabwe’s parti'cipation in the Universal Periodic Review we are '
gravely concerned that the delegatlon from Zimbabwe rejected all of the: recommendations we have detailed
" above, Instead, the government has contmued to commlt serlous abuses, a matter that is of grave concern
--ahead of electlons in the comlng year.: - -

- 'There has been little progress on promtsed human rights. reforms or.respect for the rule of law. Human rights
defenders and other critics of the government contmue to be arbitrarily arrested and detamed ‘and otherwise

harassed.

For example, on February 7,2012, pohce arrested 10 members of the nongovernmental orgamzatlon Women.

of Zimbabwe Arise (WOZA) as they peacefully demonstrated in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe’s second- Iargest city. The
. women were detamed for two days and then released on bail. Seventeen members of the same group had
‘been arrested on January 19, and-released on the same day ‘ :

On December 5 2011 the authorities arrested three activists from the Media Monitoring Project of Zimbabwe
(MMPZ}in Gwanda after they held a communlty meeting on public information rights in November. The three
activists spent 11 days in detentlon before they were released on bail.

. Although the government accepted the UPR recommendatlon to bring its National Human Rights CommiSsion
into operation, three months Iater, the government still does not have a statute that would to allow the
commission to become operat|onal State institutions such as the Office of the Attorney General and the
police force remain hlghly part|san in support of ZANU-PF desplte the government’s denial that thlS is the

case.

. ! . . e ‘ )
We deeply regret that Zimbabwe rejected atthe outset crucial recommendations addressed by Russia and
South'Africa to investigate allegations of violations. More than three years after Zimbabwe’s presidential -
election run- off the power-sharmg government has not investigated widespread abuses including beatmgs, .




~ killings, and torture committed by the army and supporteré and offi
supporte'rs of the former opposition Movement for Democratic Cha

cials of ZANU-PF against real,and'pérceived
nge (MDC). There has also been no justice

for victims of serious abuses that took place during elections in 2002 and 2005, and for the-victims of -

Zimbabwe’s violent land reform program..

commitment to the UPR. We therefore cali for all governments to continue to insist that the government of
Zimbabwe among other things: restores and respects the rule of law; takes all necessary measures to end.
human rights violations; upholds media freedoms; and ensures accbuntability for perpetrators of violence,

killings, and other abuses,




