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Mr. President,

During the review, more than 10 states recommended that Nepal establish
accountability for human rights violations and abuses committed during the conflict in
the country, including through the establishment of the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission and the Disappearance Commission, as stipulated in the 2006
Comprehensive Peace Agreement, and ensuring that there is no amnesty for grave
human rights violations.* Amnesty International welcomes Nepal’s support of these
recommendations.

impunity continues to prevail in Nepal for the widespread human rights violations and
abuses that were committed by all sides to the conflict; to date, not a single case has
been prosecuted in a civilian court. According to victims, the police refuse to file or
investigate their complaints. There are also reports of victims being intimidated by
politicians or members of the police and army, to discourage them from seeking justice
for the harm they have suffered.

Mr President,

We are deeply concerned by recent comments by Deputy Prime Minister Mahara that
the government intends to withdraw more than 300 conflict-era criminal cases
currently before the courts, allegedly on the ground that these cases are “political” in
nature. The cases include murders, rapes and other serious crimes; their withdrawal
has been condemned by the National Human Rights Commission and the Supreme
Court of Nepal has ruled that any decisions to withdraw must be subject to

* AlHRC/17/5, paragraphs 106.33-106.38




independent review by the courts. Among the cases is that of Arjun Lama, a resident of
Kavre District allegedly abducted and killed by Maoists in 2005, and Maina Sunuwar, a
14 year old girl tortured to death by army personnel in 2004.

Six persons are under investigation by the police for their involvement in the killing of
Arjun Lama, including Agni Sapkota, a member of the politburo of the Unified
Communist Party of Nepal-Maoist (UCPN-M). His recent appointment as a Cabinet
Minister, while under police investigation, is in blatant violation of international
standards stipulating that those potentially implicated in violations of human rights
should be removed from any position of direct or indirect control over victims,
witnesses or their families. Amnesty International is deeply concerned that his
appointment reinforces the culture of impunity in Nepal.

We urge Nepal to act swiftly on the recommendations made during the review to end
impunity for human rights violations and abuses, and to ensure accountability for those
committed during the conflict and access for victims to justice and reparations. We
further urge Nepalto investigate and prosecute alleged perpetrators of violations or
abuses of human rights or violations of humanitarian law in proceedings that meet
international standards of fair trial. The Truth and Reconciliation Commission and the
Disappearances Commission must be established promptly.

Thank you, Mr. President.




