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Statement by Actlon Canada for Populatlon and Development '

Actlon Canada makes th:s statement in collaboration wrth Beyond Beumg
| Commlttee and the Sexual Rights Inltlatlve | .
| The government of Nepal has stated that a number of recommendatrons enJoy
its support and are already |mplemented or in the process of being so. These
mcfude recommendations on ensuring accessible, affordable and quality

, hea!thcare acceleratmg efforts to decrease rates of maternalmortallty, and-

3 |mplementmg measures to ensure all women and girls have equal access to
_quality sexual and reproductlve healthcare : : |

A key comp()nent of r‘educing maternal mortality and morbidity is accessto: "
safe abortion services. While women in Nepal have had a right to access safe .
_abortion services since 2002, this right remains unfulfllled due to a lack of
_knowledge about the law among the general populace; a lack of human
- resources including certified doctors and nurses, particularly in rural and
remote areas; financial obstacles that restrict low-income’ women's access to
~safe abortlon cultural taboos and stlgma and geographlcal barriers, among
: others :

Desplte the Supreme Court’s mstructron a comprehensrve safe abortron law.

' has not been enacted. Further, thé free safe abortion service at publlc health

faCIIItIeS announced durmg the last ﬂscal year has not been put mto practace
yet. - . e

'We urge the government of Nepa! to take urgent action to elrmlnate unsafe
_'abortlon and stlgma attached to it, address maternal mortallty and morbldlty,
“improve access to-healthcare, and ensure that all women and girls have equal
access to quality sexual and reproduct:ve healthcare and rlghts enshrlned in
_ the new constltutlon of 2015 : '
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